
The Graduate Research Process 

 

Existing Data Analysis 
Identify extant data sources 

Survey Research 
Locate data instruments 
Generate own instrument 
(must correlated with research 
questions) 
Validate instrument 
Pilot test the instrument for 
reliability 

Quasi-Experimental 
Design and develop 
treatment 
Obtain permissions 

• Institution 
• Sources 

Purposes 

1. 
 
 
2.

Research 
Questions 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 
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Methods 
• Design 
• Population 
• Treatment or 

survey 
• Data 

Collection 
• Data Analysis
• Data 

Reporting 

Answers to 
Research 
Questions and 
Hypotheses 

• Tables 
• Figures 
• Write ups 
• Summary 

Analyze and 
Describe Data 

Results 

Hypotheses 

H1 
H2 
H3 
H4 
H5 
H6 

Summary, Conclusion, 
& Recommendations 

• Summarize findings 
• Draw conclusions from 

findings 
• Support conclusions with 

review of literature and 
references 

• Make recommendations 
based on findings & connect 
to research questions 

• Overview 
• History 
• Outline 
• Headings 
• Subheadings 
• Summary 

Identify a Problem 
through research & 
review of literature 

Articles from 
Journals 
Dissertations 
Theses 
Reports 
Textbooks 
Other 
resources 

Describe 
Research Phase

Review 
Literature 

Locate data, design 
instrument, or define 

treatment

Develop the 
rationale and 
conditions of 
the problem 


